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Chair’s Welcome  

Talofa lava, kia orana, malo e le lei, ni sa bula vinaka, fakaalofa lahi atu, halo olaketa, kam na mauri, tena 
koutou. Greetings from the Pasifikology Executive. 
 
If you thought we’ve been a little quiet lately it’s because we’ve been busy planning 
how Pasifikology and our global network of Pasifika psychologists can grow, be more 
supported and better connected. 
 
Over the last 6 months we have joined the Pacific Health Professional Organisations 
(PHPO) collective so that we can achieve our objectives more efficiently. The PHPO 
collective includes: the Aotearoa Tongan Health Workers Association (ATHWA), Cook 
Island Health Network (CIHNA), Fiji Nurses Association New Zealand (FNANZ), Pasifika 
Medical Association (PMA), Samoan Nurses Association New Zealand (SNANZ), 
Tokelauan Nurses and Health Workers Association (TNHWANZ) and the Tongan 
Nurses Association New Zealand (TNANZ). You will receive more information and we 
will ask you to re-register as part of the process.   
 
Pasifikology is still a partner of Le Va – and just a reminder that the Le Va Mental 
Health and Addictions Scholarships and the Pacific Health Workforce Awards are now 
open. This financial support for study is part of Le Va’s new ‘Futures that Work’ 
programme which you can check out at www.leva.co.nz.  
 
In this edition, we welcome Julia Ioane to the profession and profile Robert Loto. 
We’ve got lot’s of projects and information in the pipeline, so I look forward to 
providing you with important information more often, and staying better connected. 

 
Ia manuia le aso, 
Dr Monique Faleafa (DClinPsy) 
 

HOT OFF THE PRESS 

bŜǿ tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά Effective Interventions with Offendersέ Ŝdited by Ken McMaster and 
David Riley (2011) launched at the recent New Zealand Psychological Society conference 
features a collaboration chapter by our very own Tansy Brown!   

Chapter 8, άCulture and offender rehabilitation in New Zealand: Implications for 
programme delivery and developmentέ ōȅ Armon J Tamatea and Tansy Brown explores 
issues with incorporating cultural factors into forensic and correctional rehabilitation.  With 
particular emphasis on Maori and Pacific peoples, the chapter also offers some practical 
guidelines to assist practitioners with negotiating cultural difference in their work 

CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Julia Ioane has successfully completed her Doctor of Clinical Psychology training through Auckland 
University.  WǳƭƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΚ was 
awarded the inaugural Pacific Island Police Scholarship and was the first research of its kind undertaken in New 

Zealand!  Malo le tauivi Julia, maƭƻ ƭŜ Ŧŀƛ ƻ ƭŜ ŦŀƛǾŀΣ ƻ ƭŜ ŦŀŀƳƻŜƳƻŜ ǳŀ ǘŀǳƴǳΩǳ ƻ ƭŜ ƭŀŀǳ ƻ ƭŜ ƻƭŀ ƭŜŀΗ 
ό/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ WǳƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜύ   
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Profiling our Latest Addition 

Robert Loto  
Rob proudly hails from Savaii, the villages of Fagamalo and Avao where he was raised as a 
young child. He joins the Psychologist profession with a focus on Community Psychology.  
Rob completed his Masters and Postgraduate Diploma in 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aņƻǊƛ ŀnd Psychology Research Unit, 
University of Waikato. 
 
Through an HRC Pacific Health Research Masters Scholarship, Rob 

investigated representations of Pacific people in health and related 
news, and what effect this had on Pacific communities. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/casp.848/abstract  Also as part of his Masters 
research, Pacific and non-Pacific audience responses to media portrayal of Pacific health and 
identity werŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘΦ wƻōΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƳŜ 
and speak out or challenge the restrictive media depictions of themselves.  Although media 
consumers are not passive to mediated messages, the coverage does however help to frame 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
coverage provided Palagi participants with some understanding of Pacific people and their 
health.  Rob presented his research findings at the first ever inaugural ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΣ 
graduates of psychology and psychology students in Aotearoa/New Zealand. To check out this article click on the 
following link http://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/bitstream/10289/1526/1/NMPPS%202007_Loto.pdf 
 
wƻōΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ communities in 
regards to identity and health. He is immensely grateful and privileged for the pathway to register as a psychologist. He 
honours and credits his faith and aiga for making all this possible.   

 

Pasifikology Symposium 2011 

A milestone achievement this year was the inclusion of a Pasifikology symposium at the annual New Zealand 
Psychological Society Conference.  This first ever Pasifikology symposium featured presentations by Pasifika 
students (Jessica Gosche and Byron Seiuli) and practitioners (Tansy Brown and Siautu Alefaio-Tugia), and was 
chaired by Dr Monique Faleafa.  

Professional Development – Upcoming Conferences 

ï 4th Annual Educational Psychology Forum:  22-23 November 2011  

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/departments/pace/services/conference-services/upcoming-

events/4th-educational-psychological-forum.cfm  

ï Talanoa Oceania Conference:  28-30 November 

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/fms/Conference%20services/Logos/Talanoa%20Oceania%202011_WEB.pdf  

ï New Zealand Psychological Society & New Zealand College of Clinical Psychologists combined 

conference 2012:  4ıÔÁÈÉÔÁÎÇÁ - Standing Together as One.  Date: 20-23 April 2012, Wellington  

ï 30th International congress of Psychology, 22-27 July 2012, Cape Town, South Africa. www.icp2012.com 

 
Useful Links 
 

Le Va ɀ Futures that Work (financial support)   www.leva.co.nz 

The New Zealand Psychological Society http://www.psychology.org.nz  

New Zealand Psychologists Board             http://www.psychologistsboard.org.nz  

 

Robert's research  finds:    
 
The media portrays Pacific 
people as unmotivated, 
unhealthy and criminals who are 
overly dependent on Palagi 
support.  
 
A lack of space for Pacific 
people to frame and speak out 
or challenge the restrictive 
media depictions of themselves. 
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